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ACTS

CHURCH ON MISSION

Who doesn't like a road trip? Who doesn't enjoy the opportunity to explore new
destinations?! So, let's get on board with the apostle Paul's mediterranean travel
plans!.... except.. what drives Paul is not dreams of a relaxing holiday and exotic
new places, but rather, the gospel of Jesus Christ!

Welcome to this growth group series ‘Acts, Church on Mission' Though we're
taking the story up from Acts 15, at Christ Central we've been making our way
through Luke's second volume (his first being what we call ‘Luke's gospel) since
2024. So let's be reminded of a few things:

e This is the story of the apostles, but more to the point, it's the continuing story
of the powerful work of Jesus and the Holy Spirit:

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to
do and teach, until the day when he was taken up, after he had given
commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.
Acts 11-2
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2. Jesus has His unstoppable plans for the gospel to go beyond 'ground zero' of
Jerusalem, to the far reaches of God's world:

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and
to the end of the earth.” Acts 1.8



3. With the spread of the gospel, there has been a shift. The mission to the Jews
has also become the mission to the Gentiles. With this development, there's
been an accompanying shift in focus from the apostle Peter to the Apostle Paul:

But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man [Saul/Paull is my chosen
instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the
people of Israel. | will show him how much he must suffer for my name.”
Acts 9:15-16

4. The new missionary sending base became the multi-ethnic city of Antioch
and it was from here that Paul and Barnabas went on their first missionary
journey:

Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas,
Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend
of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the
work to which | have called them." Then after fasting and praying they laid
their hands on them and sent them off. Acts 13:1-3

And so we come to Acts 15, which is the sending-off point for Paul's second
missionary journey. As we'll see in our first study, Paul's second trip may

not appear to have the most auspicious looking beginning, but God has his
unstoppable plans! We will see in this missionary work of Paul (and his friends),
that the Lord will take the gospel onwards and all barriers will be broken down
- spiritual forces, political authorities, class and gender. The events of these
chapters are meant to fire our own hearts for God's mission. Do we believe that
the gospel is still powerful today? Are we outwardly looking? Are we willing to do
costly things to see more people come to faith in Jesus? May we all be deeply
encouraged and challenged as we explore through these chapters of Acts and
discover that to be a church, is to be a church on mission!
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In Luke's travel diary (the book of Acts), Paul's second missionary journey goes

from Acts 15:36 - Acts 18:22.



STUDY 1

THE UNITED GOSPEL?

ACTS 15:36-16:5

Q EXPLORING TOGETHER

In our Growth Groups, we've been using what's known as the ‘Swedish Method'.
It's a way of giving us time to process what's there in the passage and to get
discussion going on what we've observed. Follow the directions below and note
down some of your own observations and thoughts. Then we'll discuss what
you've found!

Light Bulb. \Write down any interesting observations you get from the passage.
This includes things that stand out, repeated ideas/words or something you
found unusual.

Question Mark. Any questions from the text or an issue or point that doesn't
make sense from the passage. Questions are great! They encourage us to think a
bit harder about the passage and its implications. They also give us a chance to
help each other understand Scripture better.

Arrow. Note down any reflections on things you found challenging or applicable
to you. The bible addresses our heads, hearts and hands, or if you like, our
thoughts, attitudes and actions so reflect on whether the passage addresses any
of these.



Read Acts 15:36-16:5 and take some time to fill in the sections below.




@ DIGGING DEEPER

e Chapter 15:1-25 (the Jerusalem Council) marks a great moment of unity for
Jesus' people as they make sense of this new movement and the reception it
has amongst the gentiles (nations). But the chapter ends with a division between
two significant figures who were instrumental in achieving this united outcome -
two gospel partners. What details are given about this disagreement?

2, \¥/hat is the outcome for both Paul and Barnabus and how does it relate to
the initial desire in verse 367

3. Inwhat way is their unity and disunity between Paul and Barnabus?
Therefore, why record this after such a triumphant moment?

4. This passage gives lots of detail about Timothy and his family. List what
details we learn about Timothy and his reputation in 16:1-5.




5. For context to this passage it is helpful to read Galatians 5:2-6 and Acts 15:4-
11; 19-21. From this context discuss how we can understand Paul's decision to
circumcise Timothy. Is Paul undermining the conclusion of the very letter he is
taking to these churches (Acts 16:4 cf. Acts 15:22)? How does Timothy's specific
case (see question above) help us reconcile these conflicting decisions?

ACTS & OUR CHURCH

Te Luke gives very little judgement on the disagreement between Paul and
Barnabus, in fact his recounting of the events is very neutral. How does this
episode model for us disagreement between even close gospel partners? What
attitudes might we need to change in ourselves to follow Paul and Barnabus'
model?

2. \When we are discouraged by hard things between Christians, how can we be
encouraged to keep going in gospel work from this passage?




3. What are freedoms and aspects of our lives that might get in the way of our
gospel proclamation/evangelism? What might we need to change or give up in
order to proclaim the good news to the people around us?

(7 PRAYER

This study was written by Josh Dickinson
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BIBLE TALK NOTES
Sunday 11 of October

ACTS 15:36-16:5




STUDY 2

CLOSED DOORS, OPEN HEARTS

ACTS 16:6-15

Q EXPLORING TOGETHER

In our Growth Groups, we've been using what's known as the ‘Swedish Method'.
It's a way of giving us time to process what's there in the passage and to get
discussion going on what we've observed. Follow the directions below and note
down some of your own observations and thoughts. Then we'll discuss what
you've found!

Light Bulb. \Write down any interesting observations you get from the passage.
This includes things that stand out, repeated ideas/words or something you
found unusual.

Question Mark. Any questions from the text or an issue or point that doesn't
make sense from the passage. Questions are great! They encourage us to think a
bit harder about the passage and its implications. They also give us a chance to
help each other understand Scripture better.

Arrow. Note down any reflections on things you found challenging or applicable
to you. The bible addresses our heads, hearts and hands, or if you like, our
thoughts, attitudes and actions so reflect on whether the passage addresses any
of these.

10



Read Acts 16:6-15 and take some time to fill in the sections below.
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@ DIGGING DEEPER

1« What do the following verses teach about who ultimately is directing this
mission?

V9-10

2. As you consider verses 6-15 what encourages you about how Paul and his
coworkers execute God's mission?

3. How do we see that God is at work within Lydia?

4. Notice what's actually happened by v15: no synagogue in the city, a small
group of women by a river, one named convert who wasn't even a native of
Philippi. Why might Luke want us to see that the gospel in Europe began in such
an unimpressive way?.

12



ACTS & OUR CHURCH

e Has there been a time you sought an opportunity for ministry didn't come off?
How can Paul's example, as well as what happened here, help you in moments
like that?

2. ‘Come over and help us Where do we see people in our suburb, workplaces,
or friendships who need this same kind of help? What would it practically look
like for us to “come over"?

3. Lydia's response to God's grace was to open her home. What keeps you
from opening your home to others and is there thinking or habits you'd need to
change to see this happen? What difference does opening our homes make?

(% PRAYER

This study was written by Kirk Zylstra
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BIBLE TALK NOTES
Sunday 18 of October

ACTS 16:6-15
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STUDY 3

FREEDOM IN CHAINS

ACTS 16:16-40

q EXPLORING TOGETHER

In our Growth Groups, we've been using what's known as the ‘Swedish Method'.
It's a way of giving us time to process what's there in the passage and to get
discussion going on what we've observed. Follow the directions below and note
down some of your own observations and thoughts. Then we'll discuss what
you've found!

Light Bulb. \Write down any interesting observations you get from the passage.
This includes things that stand out, repeated ideas/words or something you
found unusual.

Question Mark. Any questions from the text or an issue or point that doesn't
make sense from the passage. Questions are great! They encourage us to think a
bit harder about the passage and its implications. They also give us a chance to
help each other understand Scripture better.

Arrow. Note down any reflections on things you found challenging or applicable
to you. The bible addresses our heads, hearts and hands, or if you like, our
thoughts, attitudes and actions so reflect on whether the passage addresses any
of these.

15



Read Acts 16:16-40 and take some time to fill in the sections below.

16



@ DIGGING DEEPER

e How do Paul and Silas bring freedom, outside the jail, and then demonstrate
a different kind of freedom even once they're in it?

2. How does the Philippian jailor demonstrate a kind of bondage, though he's

in a position of power? How do we see his freedom once he comes to know
Jesus? What do you think it is about the gospel that he receives, that brings such
freedom?

3. In Philippi we see three new converts - a dealer in purple cloth (v14), a slave
girl (v16) and a jailor (v23). (We assume, since Lydia and the jailor believed, that
the slave girlis grouped with them as another believer) How would you describe
this new church that God is forming? What encourages you about that?

4. How do Paul and Silas demonstrate a kind of shrewdness in vw35-407?

17



ACTS & OUR CHURCH

1o Can you think of a time when you have known setback, but still experienced
the freedom and joy of the gospel?

2. In what way do people today experience bondage or loss of hope? How might
we bring the gospel to those moments?

3. The gospel reaches a wealthy businesswoman, an exploited slave girl, and a
Roman jailer. That's quite the mix! Where might we be quietly narrowing who we
expect the gospel to work on? And what might it mean practically, to be a church
that loves well a mixture of people?

4. \What might it look like for us to demonstrate shrewdness even as we are ready
to give up every right, if necessary, for the sake of the gospel (1 Cor 9:19-23)?

18



(7 PRAYER

This study was written by Kirk Zylstra
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BIBLE TALK NOTES
Sunday 25 of October

ACTS 16:16-40
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STUDY 4

THE UPSETTING GOSPEL

ACTS 17:1-15

q EXPLORING TOGETHER

In our Growth Groups, we've been using what's known as the ‘Swedish Method'.
It's a way of giving us time to process what's there in the passage and to get
discussion going on what we've observed. Follow the directions below and note
down some of your own observations and thoughts. Then we'll discuss what
you've found!

Light Bulb. \Write down any interesting observations you get from the passage.
This includes things that stand out, repeated ideas/words or something you
found unusual.

Question Mark. Any questions from the text or an issue or point that doesn't
make sense from the passage. Questions are great! They encourage us to think a
bit harder about the passage and its implications. They also give us a chance to
help each other understand Scripture better.

Arrow. Note down any reflections on things you found challenging or applicable
to you. The bible addresses our heads, hearts and hands, or if you like, our
thoughts, attitudes and actions so reflect on whether the passage addresses any
of these.
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Read Acts 17:1-15 and take some time to fill in the sections below.

22



@ DIGGING DEEPER

e The word for ‘explaining’in v3 is used a number of times in Luke 24 when
Jesus opens the eyes of the disciples to see their Lord and understand the
Scriptures (Luke 24:31-32, 45). What do you think we're supposed to take away
from this?

2. In what way do you think the accusation against Paul's teaching (v.6-7) is both
true and false?

Helpful passages for this discussion include: Matthew 22:15-22; Romans
13:1-7; Philppians 2:10-11; 1 Thessalonians 1:8-10.

3« How would you describe the contrast between the responses of the
Thessalonians and the Bereans? Make sure you spend time looking at the
elements of what makes the Bereans' response (v.11) such a positive example
for us.

23



4. | ast week we saw in the city of Philippi that as the gospel goes out, the
Lord is bringing into his church a diversity of people across various classes
and backgrounds. How do the events in Thessalonica and Berea build on that
picture?

ACTS & OUR CHURCH

1. \What opportunities do you have to explain the Scriptures to others? Share
stories of how you are seeking to carry on the mission of bringing the gospel
to others. If that's not you currently, what do you think could be the next steps
for you?

2. How would you compare yourself to the noble Bereans and their eagerness
to examine the Scriptures daily?

3. The Bereans offer a beautiful example of active learning and engaging with
Scripture, rather than some sort of passive reception of teaching. What practices
might we take up to live out this noble Berean character? Please share any of
your current practices as an encouragement to others.

24
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This study was written by Garnet Swann
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BIBLE TALK NOTES

Sunday 1 of November

ACTS 17:1-15
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STUDY 5

THE GOSPEL IN ATHENS

ACTS 17:16-34

q EXPLORING TOGETHER

In our Growth Groups, we've been using what's known as the ‘Swedish Method'.
It's a way of giving us time to process what's there in the passage and to get
discussion going on what we've observed. Follow the directions below and note
down some of your own observations and thoughts. Then we'll discuss what
you've found!

Light Bulb. \Write down any interesting observations you get from the passage.
This includes things that stand out, repeated ideas/words or something you
found unusual.

Question Mark. Any questions from the text or an issue or point that doesn't
make sense from the passage. Questions are great! They encourage us to think a
bit harder about the passage and its implications. They also give us a chance to
help each other understand Scripture better.

Arrow. Note down any reflections on things you found challenging or applicable
to you. The bible addresses our heads, hearts and hands, or if you like, our
thoughts, attitudes and actions so reflect on whether the passage addresses any
of these.

27



Read Acts 17:16-34 and take some time to fill in the sections below.

28



@ DIGGING DEEPER

Paul's audience in the Areopagus was an interesting bunch! The Epicureans
believed that the gods did not care about human matters, and that life was
about finding enjoying peace and avoiding pain. Meanwhile, the Stoics believed
that God and the universe were the same thing, and that life was about logic
and duty. Neither view had any real understanding of an afterlife, let alone a final
judgement or resurrection.

e In what ways did Paul find points of connection between his gospel message
and his audience in the Areopagus?

2. In what ways did Paul refuse to compromise the message of the gospel,
saying things that may even have been offensive to those in the Areopagus?

3. How does the end of the chapter show that resurrection of Jesus is really the
main point of Paul's gospel presentation?

29



ACTS & OUR CHURCH

e In both the Gospel of Luke and Acts (written by the same author),
repentance is the proper response to God's gracious message of salvation (Luke
3:7-9; Acts 2:38, 3:19-21). What does this say about the impact the gospel is
supposed to have? How are you going in living a life of repentance?

2. The good news of Jesus is for “all people everywhere” (Acts 17:30). In John's
words, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son.." (John
3:16). How can we live out this conviction individually, and as a church?

(% PRAYER

This study was written by Ming Ting
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BIBLE TALK NOTES

Sunday 8 of November

ACTS 17:16-34
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STUDY 6

THE GOSPEL IN CORINTH

ACTS 18:1-22

q EXPLORING TOGETHER

In our Growth Groups, we've been using what's known as the ‘Swedish Method'.
It's a way of giving us time to process what's there in the passage and to get
discussion going on what we've observed. Follow the directions below and note
down some of your own observations and thoughts. Then we'll discuss what
you've found!

Light Bulb. \Write down any interesting observations you get from the passage.
This includes things that stand out, repeated ideas/words or something you
found unusual.

Question Mark. Any questions from the text or an issue or point that doesn't
make sense from the passage. Questions are great! They encourage us to think a
bit harder about the passage and its implications. They also give us a chance to
help each other understand Scripture better.

Arrow. Note down any reflections on things you found challenging or applicable
to you. The bible addresses our heads, hearts and hands, or if you like, our
thoughts, attitudes and actions so reflect on whether the passage addresses any
of these.

32



Read Acts 18:1-22 and take some time to fill in the sections below.
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@ DIGGING DEEPER

Te How do Paul's words and actions in v 6 show the fulfilment of Old Testament
prophecies (look at Ezekiel 33:1-9)?

2. \Why would Paul have felt so afraid to preach in Corinth (v 9-10), despite
having already seen many people turn to the Lord?

Paul references this in his first letter to the Corinthians, when he refers back to
the time spent with them here in Acts - | came to you in weakness, with great
fear and trembling - 1 Corinthians 2:3

Throughout both his letters to the Corinthians, Paul makes mention of the
various cultural lifestyles and attitudes prevalent in Corinth at the time, which
often caused dissent and hardship within the church. It's worth considering,
when thinking into why Paul may have felt afraid.

3. Look at vs. 12-17. What can be learned of Gallio's character through this
passage? How would this have impacted the believers both in Corinth, and in the
surrounding regions?

34



3. In V18, it's mentioned that Paul cut his hair because he was under a vow.

At some point, he had taken a Nazarite vow - a vow of complete dedication to
the Lord for a certain period of time, in which the person would refrain from any
alcohol, wouldn't cut their hair or beard, and wouldn't go near the dead at all. At
the end of the specified time period, the person would cut their hair off, and burn
it on the altar, alongside specific sacrifices.

In this act, how did Paul show, that despite his ministry to the Gentiles, and
having “shaken off his garments” (v6), he wasn't alienating the Jews?

ACTS & OUR CHURCH

Te Paul kept working as a tentmaker, in order to earn a wage, so that he could
continue to go out and preach the gospel to others. Preaching the gospel was
his main priority, and it was made possible through earning a living. His goal was
the gospel. How can we be shifting our priorities to ensure that the gospel is
furthered? \What does this mean in terms of our jobs or lifestyles?

2. If you look back through the passage, you can notice lots of examples of the
church encouraging each other, despite circumstances and persecution. Even
though persecution doesn't look nearly so overt today, how can we still be trying
to emulate the example of the Corinthian church in our own lives and church?
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(% PRAYER

This study was written by Natalie Holmes
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BIBLE TALK NOTES
Sunday 15 of November

ACTS 181-22
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